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Research conducted by Dr Andy Fincham (FRHistS and Woodbrooke Associate Tutor) has thrown a
light on early Quaker practices that contributed to the growth of a strong and influential Quaker
network in the first one hundred years of the Society of Friends. These practices included: a focus on
education and apprenticeships to equip young Friends for success in life; promoting awareness of the
opportunities within and across the Quaker world; sharing resources — including finances; and the
agreement of Friends to abide by and uphold a set of shared values as represented by the emerging
Quaker ‘Discipline’.

CRQS/HEAG have awarded Dr Fincham a grant to disseminate this research more widely to establish
how these historic findings can help us understand our contemporary Quaker situation and enquire if
modern Quakers can learn and apply any lessons for today.

We are suggesting that we use Area or Regional Meetings for Learning to deliver a short
presentation, followed by a Q&A discussion with local Friends to explore together what such ideas
might mean within BYM today. Meetings can be addressed both physical and virtually, with hybrid
sessions held if possible to maximise engagement.

Ideas raised at the Q&A sessions will be collated, and a report produced on the key themes and
opportunities. The report will be available as a download from Q&B, and publication will be pursued
in The Friend and other suitable publications.

Physical copies will also be available on request, and provided to interested parties and participating
Area Meetings and Local Meetings, and the discerning group, as well as to HEAG Group and
CRQS/Woodbrooke.

We believe that this activity will be of benefit to BYM in linking contemporary Friends’ Meetings with
our heritage with a view to building our future.
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